Complement inhibitors in normal cornea and aqueous humor.
C1 inhibitor, beta 1H and C3b inactivator are important inhibitory proteins that regulate the complement system. These inhibitor proteins were detected by gel double diffusion in eluates from normal corneas, but not in normal aqueous humor. Functional tests of C1 inhibitor and C3b inactivator showed low-to-absent levels of these inhibitory proteins in normal aqueous humor. On the other hand, the mean activities of C1 inhibitor and C3 inactivator in corneas were nearly as high as those in sera, and there were no statistically significant differences between the values. The lower molecular weights of complement inhibitors, relative to other complement components, may account for their higher levels in normal cornea and may tip the balance in favor of inhibition of complement activation in the noninflamed cornea.